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sussect: Departure from Saudi Arabia of Dr. George Werner Otto von Hentag £¢,24' v7": 
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()) Dr. George Werner Otto eal Henbig left Jidda by air for Cairo. on May 2, | 
after having served for almost one year as "Political Adviser" to His Majesty 


ee Saud ibn 'Abd al-'Aziz. He was appointed to that position on w 2h, 
19556 


According to officials in the German Legation in Jidda, Dr. von Hentig 
had come to Saudi Arabia upon the invitation of the King to advise him in 
political and fiscal affairs. These sources. state that Dr. von Hentig had 
pi with high hopes. that he might be.able to become close enough to the King 

to speak with His Majesty franidy about a munber of things which he felt nosed. 1 
to be said (but were not said by the Arab non=Saudi advisers surrounding ny 
and particularly about the fie Cae use of His Majesty's annually grov 

come from oil. Dr. von Hentig, who had just pre his ass Sr of the Ol 
: above position reached the age of compulsory retirement from the German Foreign ! 


Service, was described as "having mellowed in his old age" and as wanting to do ™ 
a good Job here. fe. 
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Ol 
In recent months, however, von Hentig had reportedly been pobiitieithe to O) 
his intimates that he was being isolated from the King, and that actually he had 
been granted only two audiences with His Majesty since his arrival in Saudi 
Arabia, He was described as having become increasingly restive at his: inability 
ish "the job: which so much needs doing", and as fee that the 
wrmined to make him (von Hentdg completely 
_ At the same time von Hentig was reported to be increasingly dis- 
ten giving the King bad advice. He reportedly 
2 of "this is an Arab world" is now 
50 rampant that he, as a Westerner, would never be able to "earn his salary" as 62 
- It was evident that he also felt that the "Saudi world" might be 
expected to, dbo fire better without the potpourri of non-Saudi advisers which the 4 
Ministrie 












8 afford. 


According to a usually reliable Saudi, von Hentig was seen off at the 








airport, his departure from Jidda by only two Saudi officials, both of 

» interme ranks ‘One of these was Sayyid Sami Kutbi, Director Generel of 
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Economic Affairs, whose presence might be partially explained by his | | 


desire that von Hentig recommend him as Saudi Minister to West Germany, 
a post to which he is known to aspire. 


> The ieay understands that von Hentig resigned his- position, 
and that he does not expect to return to Saudi Arabia, at least under 
existing circumstances. He was expected to remain in Cairo only a few 


dayse German Legation officers stated that von Hentig appeared to have 
no definite plans for the future, but might now turn to writing his 


memoirse 
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susect; Visit of Mr. Harry Kern to Iran fOr db 


| Mr. Harry Kern, a freelance newsman who now states he is 
writing for the North American Newspaper Alliance and that he 
has some sort of informal but lucrative connection with a group 
of American Oil Companies working in the Middle East, had an — 
audience with the Shah on.Thursday, July 19, as well’ as an inter- 
view with the Prime Minister. In Sonverrasrans with Embassy ahd 
USIS personnel, Mr. Kern stated that the Shah gave him a lengthy 
account of his visit, evidently somewhat along the lines of thi 
given the Ambassador (See Embtel 82 of July 1 > 1956). 
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Mr. Kern was enthusiastic over the Shah's behavior in Rus 
and believed that it should be given widest publicity as an 
example of a ruling monarch talking in forthright fasion to the \ 
Soviets and how this is the only language the Soviets understand. Ny 
Kern was highly interested in publicity being given this trip and. 0) 
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the manner in which it was being handled by USIS in Tehran and 
the United States. He said he intended to do a lengthy article 
stressing the courageous attitude of the Shah and indicated that 
this would appear in his. weekly newspaper column. The delicacy 
of giving the Shah too much of a public build up regarding his 
Moscow trip was pointed out to Mr. Kern who was non-committal. 
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rrom :NE — Stuart W, Rockwell AWE 


y Discussion: 


. | We have examined urgently the problem of establishing a covert 
contact with King Saud in Riya We have. concluded. that i{t. may be 
possible to establish immediately a contact through Glen Brown, employee 
of the U.S. Geological Survey, currently on lan .to the Saudi Arabian 


Govarninat. Be 5 late Qe | Y 


We know Glen Br as @ conscientious/ discreet and reliable employee oe 
who enjoys ‘the-Goneanones of the King. He does not reside permanently in 
Riyadh, although he is.there frequently and could easily be asked to Ss\ 
come to Riyadh in the event that the King had an’urgent message to. transmit. oN 
He does not have sufficient Arabic for political discussions, nor does 

he have an astute political sense. He could, however, serve as a point 

of contact immediately available until such time as a more Shar augahy 

qualified contact could be established in Riyadh. 


“ 
-Glen Brown has been cleared to receive upto Secret material... Me... __ ® 

are advised that Top Secret clearance could. be obtained with little oe 

' difficulty, We would then propose that * "gestion be put formally 

to the President and that a message from the President to the King be 

prepared which Grant McClanahan. in London could deliver. personally in s “ 

Arabic to the King in Germany, We would thereafter instruct Ambassador x 

Wadsworth to inform Glen Brown that the King may from time to time _ 

summon him with private messages for the President, which he is to put 

deliver personally to Ambassador Wadsworth, SIN 


A sore thoroughly qualifiedpoint of-contact would take’ longer as 
to deve We are currently een several possibilities: 






: 1. An educator to advise the King on the establis! of a 
university. We are waiting to hear regarding the availability of . 
Dr. E. E. Calverly, We are asking Mr. Mathews in.S/P to seek Mr. Bowie's i 2 
further suggestions for Arab scholars known to Harvard. ae = 


L 2, Engineers and technicians, One possibility is.to seek the 
cooperation of the American firm now installing the water system in 
Riyadh. Another possibility might be architects, agricultural specialists, 


(Z- or airconditioning specialists 









—" 


3. Doctors. Dr. W. Harold Storm Dutch reformed, medical 
missionary on Bahrein-is frequently calfto treat members of the si Sai 
family, 


4. Aircraft maintenance, TWA is currently negotiating with the 
Saudi Arabian Government to establish a maintenance facility for Saudi 
Arabian Air Force planes at Riyadh, We might approach TWA and seek 
their’ assistance in assigning someone to head this facility who ‘would 
be capable of serving as a contact. . 


We have concluded ‘that neither the Ue S, military nor ARAMCO should 
be used to provide, such a point of contact with the King. We would 
envision, however, that the contact established would be relatively 
temporary and would be ultimately replaced by the establishment of a 
diplomatic mission in Riyadh or, alternatively, by the assignment of 
a resident diplomatic officer ‘to Riyadh, 


Reco: a! jon: 


to Glen Brown, : 


That you approve the course of action sapaeatea above with medpet 
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sussect: Libyan Advisor to King Sa'ud Plans Periodic Returns to Saudi Arabia 


Italians. He told the Aramco otiicials that before he left Saudi Arabia the 
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4 
d al HUD (al-Qarqani), listed in the ese | 
t as an Advisor to the King, Member of 

ts nist the Royal Cabinet, has been living in 
his nate Labya tor the. Beak 8 months. Reports reaching Aramco from 
its representatives in Riyadh indicated that Shaikh Khalid had left the Kingdom 
permanently. 





Two members of the Aramco Law Department recently visited Shaikh Khalid 
in Tripolito obtain a quit-claim to a piece of land in the Eastern Province 
on which the company is se a clear title. They found Shaikh Khalid 
immersed in a thriving business caréer, He apparently ows several buildings 
in Tripoli, has a modern daif®y farm, is a landlord tor Esso, and has regained 
most of the property which he once owned and which had been appropiated by the 


King had extracted a promise from him that he would spend at least six months - 


of each year in’ Riyadh and this he plans to do. Shaikh Khalid, who was a trusted 
advisor to the King's father, will contime in this eam with Sa'ud. 
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SUBJECT: ibyan advisor to hing va! ud active in Li ya 
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fields not revorted to Amcongen Dhahran. It appears that curing recent weeks he 
has been on very intimate terms. with va-ious members of tne Petroleum Commission. 

A confidential reek source warned the iimbassy on October 12 that Khalid is anti- 
american and is trying to sasapiene Fam the retroleum Vommission ayainst Auerican firms 
in general, but PRATOAPALLRELS & against §SSO Standard (Libya). 


Shaikh Khalid Abu al walid a HUD (etutporaate has been active in a number of | 


Khalid's motives are unknown but for reasons of his own he has Poomatedly urged 
the Libyans to coordinate their petroleum development plans with those of Saudi 
Arabia, warning that the United States is seekin;; to exploit Libyan and ssharan oil 
deposits at the expense of other Arab lands. Khalid also ‘< dvocate s.a related con- 
cept that Libya ust join with other arab states to ins ure & Pan-arab control over 
atro-Burasizn oil supply. 


The source also stated that it was rwnored hialid had the support of the 
Saudi arabian Embassy. 
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Cn Uctover 14 the ignbassy discussed the fore;oing with Philson D. Collins, 
Deouty General Manager, asso Standard (Libya), Inc. -Uollins was grateful for this 
information as it coincided with some vague reports received by tiem and, for the 
first time, identified the individual described to them. Collins fully subscribed 
to the Embassy source's belief that Khdlid has Saudi Araoian official sup»vort as 
the Saudi Arabian Government is reported to be aroused by indications its production 
will be cut back vo allow Sur anie of Libyan oil in existing markets. 


The managers oi other hiatal petroleum exploration companies in Libya regard 
Khalid's visit to Libya and his objectives as an inevitable consequence of the 
discovery of potentially substantial oil resources in Libya, 
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